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Each sample set contained one item:  Item Q1, a two-page waiver form for a local 5K charity race. A race participant alleged 
that her completed form was subsequently altered to remove liability from the race organizers for injuries she sustained. 
Participants were asked to examine the item and determine if the questioned form demonstrated any signs of alteration.

SAMPLE PREPARATION-
The two-page document was prepared in Microsoft Word and printed on Hammermill Copy Plus white copy paper using a
laser printer. The pages were stapled together in the upper left-hand corner, and the document was placed on a clipboard, 
unsecured by the clip. Using a Pentel RSVP medium-weight black ballpoint pen, the writer completed the first page of the 
form. The first page was folded behind the second page along the staple, and then the writer filled in the second page with 
the same pen. The first page was then flipped back to the front. An item label was affixed to the upper right-hand corner of 
the first page of the document.

SAMPLE SET ASSEMBLY-
After quality reviews by a second individual were complete, each test item was packaged into a sample set envelope between
protective chipboard and sealed with clear tape. Following predistribution testing, each sample set envelope was sealed with 
evidence tape and initialed "CTS."

VERIFICATION-
Predistribution examiners determined the questioned item (Q1) did not exhibit signs of alteration following its completion. This 
was supported by the following observations:  consistency in printing technology and font styles for both pages of the
document; a single staple puncture through both pages and page folds aligned with its placement; consistent UV and IR
reactions of the paper and pen ink from both pages; and recovery of indentations on page 2 that align with the handwritten 
entries of page 1 in conjuction with indentations on page 1 that align with the handwritten entries on page 2.

The information presented here details how test samples were prepared as well as any design specifications. This information does not 
necessarily represent the answers that should or could be obtained from an examination of the sample(s). Final interpretation of the 
results should be deferred until the summary report is available. 


