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Each sample set contained two items:  Item Q1, a threatening note found on a bullied student's car windshield, and Item 
K1, a notepad recovered from the suspect. The note was left for a bullied student after weeks of verbal harassment from a
group of several students. Participants were requested to examine the items and determine if the note could have
originated from the recovered notepad.

SAMPLE PREPARATION-
The notepads were reviewed for quality issues before production, and those with manufacturing defects were removed. A 
black chisel tip Sharpie marker was used to mark a line along the bottom edge of the notepad pages. The Q1 note author 
opened to the fourth page of the notepad and handprinted "I WILL KILL YOU" in capital letters, utilizing a black Papermate
medium tip ballpoint pen. A list of school assignments was written by the Q1 note author, using the same pen on the third
blank page following the threatening note. The note and subsequent two blank pages were removed from the notepad by
creasing and tearing them along a metal straightedge ruler. The blank pages were discarded.

SAMPLE SET ASSEMBLY-
After quality reviews were complete, the Q1 note was packaged into its item envelope between two pieces of chipboard
and sealed with clear tape. The K1 notepad was packaged into its item envelope and sealed with clear tape. Each
coordinating pair was placed into a pre-labeled sample set envelope. Following predistribution testing, each envelope was 
sealed with evidence tape and initialed "CTS."

VERIFICATION-
Predistribution examiners confirmed that the Q1 threatening note could have originated from the K1 recovered notepad. 
This was supported by the following observations:  fracture match between the torn edge of the Q1 note and the torn 
edge of one of the remnants remaining inside the K1 notepad, indented writing from the Q1 note found on one of the 
pages inside the K1 notepad, and similarities in ink characteristics between the Q1 note and the handwriting in the K1 
notepad.

The information presented here details how test samples were prepared as well as any design specifications. This information does not 
necessarily represent the answers that should or could be obtained from an examination of the sample(s). Final interpretation of the 
results should be deferred until the summary report is available. 


