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 Toolmarks Examination Test No. 16-529

Manufacturer's Information

Each sample set contained a chisel (Item 1) and two wall plates containing questioned toolmarks (Items 2 and 3). 
Participants were requested to determine which, if any, of the questioned toolmarks were made by the submitted tool.
The Item 2 and Item 3 wall plates were not marked by the Item 1 chisel.

SAMPLE PREPARATION-
The Item 1 chisels were Smooth Handle Chisel ½” Blade WD, 6" LG Item # 3575A22. The Item 2 and Item 3 wall
plates were TradeMaster® Nylon Blank Wallplate, Item # 7526K27. The Item 2 wall plates were painted with a blue 
dot on the back for item designation. The Item 3 wall plates were painted with a red dot on the back for item
designation. The Item 1 chisels were used to strike spare wall plates several times to remove manufacturing residue.
This process was done to break in the tools.

Items 2 and 3 (ELIMINATION): The chisel used to strike the Item 2 and Item 3 wall plates contained the same class
characteristics, but was different from the chisel that was designated as Item 1. The Item 2 wall plate was inspected and 
secured in a jig. It was then struck at an angle by a chisel using a rubber mallet and packaged into a pre-labeled Item 
2 envelope. The Item 3 wall plate was secured in a jig. It was then struck at an angle by the same chisel as Item 2
using a rubber mallet and packaged into a pre-labeled Item 3 envelope. This process was repeated until all of the
elimination toolmarks had been prepared.

SAMPLE SET ASSEMBLY: The Item 1 chisel and the Item 2 and Item 3 wall plates were packaged into a pre-labeled
sample set box. An additional unmarked wall plate was included for testing purposes. This process was repeated until 
all of the sample sets were prepared. Once verification was completed, the sample sets were sealed with evidence tape 
and initialed "CTS."

VERIFICATION: In addition to the sets examined by predistribution laboratories, 10 sample sets were examined by a 
qualified tool mark examiner who confirmed the expected results by eliminating the Item 2 and 3 wall plates as having 
been struck with the Item 1 chisel.

The information presented here is that provided by the sample manufacturer.  It presents details of the design specification for the test samples and/or 
details of how they were prepared.  This information does not necessarily represent the answers that should or could be obtained from an examination of
the sample.  Final interpretation of the results should be deferred until the summary report is available.


